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SHOW: DIRT
CAST: JAMES CAIRNS 
DIRECTOR: JENINE COLLOCOTT
VENUE: KALK BAY THEATRE UNTIL SEP-
TEMBER 11
REVIEW: PETER TROMP

What a treat it is to see 
James Cairns twice 
within a mere few weeks. 
Usually one would con-

sider oneself lucky in seeing the per-
former once a year, but the theatre 
gods has smiled on Cape Town and 
Cairns, who usually works in Johan-
nesburg, has set up shop here for the 
last month or so. 

‘Dirt’ is the second of the one-
man shows he has brought to the 
Kalk Bay Theatre, his usual haunt 
when performing in the City, and just 
like ‘Sitting Man,’ his near to perfect 
mini-masterpiece that finished its 
run on August 21, it is nothing short 
of a triumph. 

The show details the journey of 
three kind-of estranged buddies who 
trek across the country to attend the 
funeral of a friend who had been, 
for all intents and purposes, the life-
sized nucleus of the group and in 
whose absence the remaining trio 
have scattered apart. 

The journey brings the ragtag 
group back together and on their 
trek they rediscover the strange bond 
that kept them together in the past, 
but not before reliving the many 
little dramas and idiosyncrasies that 
caused many of the cracks in their 
relationships. In customary fashion, 
Cairns plays all of the characters, and 
he does so extraordinarily, throwing 
in a few extras as well, including a 
particularly memorable and friendly 
mutt. 

What is most remarkable about 

his turn this time around is the ef-
fortless economy with which he gets 
the story across, as well as the re-
straint he applies in his depiction of 
the characters. 

I remember the audience I at-
tended ‘Sitting Man’ with laughing 
raucously and consistently through-
out that show at the variety of ar-
chetypes Cairns could give flesh to, 
but here they were much quieter. 
That’s not to say that they weren’t 
riveted throughout. 

It is a different kind of story that 
Cairns is telling here, much more 
tender and with more fully formed 
characters. 

It does have many humorous mo-
ments, but it is of the more delicate 
variety and much more woven into 
the overall fabric of the play. Never-
theless, it must be very taxing for a 
single performer telling a story with 
so little audible feedback from an 
audience. Cairns expressed as much 

to me after the show, but he need 
not have worried. All of us were sit-
ting on the edges of our seats, hang-
ing onto every word. 

Special kudos must go to direc-
tor Jenine Collocott, who provides 
Cairns with the template to express 
his naturally winning performance 
persona, but at the same time coax-
ing added layers of nuance out of 
him. It is the best performance I 
have seen him deliver. 

Cairns usually pens his own ma-
terial and even directs himself, but 
Nick Warren, by providing the one-
man-band with such a marvellous 
little tapestry, has freed Cairns to 
focus solitarily on his performance. 
This has allowed him to showcase 
the incredible depth he has an ac-
tor. 

Do not miss ‘Dirt.’

* Book on 073 220 5430. 

Cairns displays new depths as an actor

James Cairns in ‘Dirt’         Picture by Dominique Little

SHOW: AN EVENING WITH LOLA LOU
PERFORMER: LOLA LOU
VENUE: OBZ CAFÉ THEATRE (WITH VARI-
OUS DATES)
REVIEW: RAFIEK MAMMON

She may not have yellow feathers in 
her hair but she is most definitely a 
showgirl, and her name is Lola – or 
at least we are never given any other 
name by which to call her. 

So, Lola is not a female but the 
person who embodies her makes one 
believe that throughout the show. 

The distinguishing mark of any 
drag artist for me has always been 
that they do not take themselves too 
seriously – irrespective how good you 
are at impersonating a female, you 
are still an impersonator. Lola Lou 
does this impeccably. 

The show is not the best drag show 
I have ever seen, but it is easy to see 
why this performer is well liked. Lola 
has a strong, classy presence with an 
endearing personality. 

And, it is lovely to see a drag art-
ist who does not lip synch but who 
can actually sing, and not half badly 
either. 

The show is therefore more than 
the usual drag fare. It is more of a 
cabaret with some repartee in be-
tween. It is not too long either – just 
enough to enjoy the performer. 

Perhaps she needs a bit more va-
riety in the repertoire, and some of 
the in betweens mixed with the poor 

lighting becomes a little long in the 
tooth, especially when there are long-
ish pauses between songs.

It is good to see Obz Café is again 
bringing this calibre show back to the 

venue and that on the night I was in, 
all was running very smoothly. 

* To book, and for information on the 
next show date, call 021 448 5555.

Her name’s Lola, and she’s a showgirl

Lola Lou

Heritage Week is an exciting time at 
Iziko Museums of Cape Town. From 
free visits to the museums (excluding 
the Castle of Good Hope and Iziko 
Planetarium) to a jam-packed pro-
gramme of activities, there are few 
better places to celebrate than at the 
hearth of our heritage. 

Saturday September 25 will have 
added significance as Iziko Museums 
commemorates the 500th anniversary 
since the Khoi-Almeida confrontation 
of 1510.  

This symposium follows on from 
last year’s successful commemorative 
event which aimed to explore the im-
pact that the Khoi-Dutch confronta-
tion of 1659 had on South Africa’s 
contemporary society. 

History yet again reminds us that 
it was here, in the sand dunes of Ta-
ble Bay, that a fierce confrontation 
took place between the Khoikhoi and 
Francisco de Almeida of Portugal. 

According to the history by Smith 
and Pheiffer, the Portuguese looked 
down on the ‘savages’ of the African 
continent, but they paid dearly for 
their arrogance when Francisco de 
Almeida, Viceroy of Portuguese India, 

was returning to Portugal in 1510.  
When his crew kidnapped some 

Khoi children at Table Bay to force 
the people to bring cattle for barter, 
the Khoikhoi launched a full-scale at-
tack on the cream of the Portuguese 
nobility, killing fifty of the crew, in-
cluding Almeida himself. 

Five hundred years later Iziko will 
probe what the unearthing of this 
almost forgotten history means in 
South Africa today as part of their 
quest to discover who we are, where 
we come from and perhaps also 
where it is that we are going. They 
will also explore how we can ensure 
that our past is not a wasteland, but 
a space that must be re-engaged in 
an inclusive manner. 

The symposium, chaired by Dr. 
Basil Kivedo, will feature academ-
ics, cultural activists and community 
leaders such as Desmond Sampson, 
Dr Yvette Abrahams, Priscilla de Wet, 
Zenzile Khoisan and Ron Martin. 

* For more information, call 021 481 
3804/13 or email  wkasibe@iziko.
org.za. 

Iziko commemorates 500th 
anniversary of Khoi-Almeida

Two of South Africa’s premier enter-
tainment companies will join forces 
on September 8 to present a dinner 
cirque spectacular combined with 
ballet. The sold out 2010 Love Magic 
Tour at Madame Zingara’s Theatre of 
Dreams is extending its Cape Town 
season by one night only, to col-
laborate with Cape Town City Ballet 
in support of the company’s 75 year 
old legacy.

The once-off event will be host-
ed at Madame Zingara’s twenty five 
metre velvet big top with its ornate 
mirrored column’s, velvet drapes and 
beveled booths, meant to transport 
one back to a by-gone era where 
cirque and magic ruled the world. 

With a full South African cast of 
performers, along with a troupe of 

international artists, the 2010 Love 
Magic Tour in collaboration with 
Cape Town City Ballet will offer a 
melting pot of dance, acrobatics, 
comedy, music, illusions and cirque.

Tickets are priced at R800 per 
person (Gold tickets) and R 1000 per 
person (Platinum tickets with on-
stage seating) and include the full 
2010 Love Magic Tour as well as bal-
let performances which will showcase 
the diversity and expertise of the art-
ists - prepare to see multiple facets of 
this classical art form.  

Tickets also include a four course 
meal and a bottle of bubbly on each 
table. 

* Book on 021 001 3366 or email  
boxoffice@madamezingara.com. 

Cape Town City Ballet enters 
Theatre of Dreams 

Cape Town City Ballet dancers in action


